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Dus 


To the Right Honourable 


S''Tho.Pilkington, 


Lord Mayor of the City of London, 


'" AND THE 


COURT of ALDERMEN: 


My Lord, 


Know not any thing could move you to re- 

quire the Printing this plain Sermon, but 

a great affeFion to the defign of it : Which 

I pray God increaſe in you all, aud make you 
fignally inſlrumental in promating that Refor- 
mation,wherein the ſafety and happineſs of 

| our Country ts ſo highly concerned. And if the 
| publiſhing of this diſcourſe may confer but any 
E: "A 9 - -- Te 


a 


little matter towards it, whatever other de: 
feits may be found in it (eſpecially after ſo 
kind and favourable an acceptance from you) 
. will not much concern | 


- 
T 


My Lord, . | 


Tour moſt Elumble and 


Obedient Servant, 


L: Butler. 


Iaiah LVIE 21: 


There is wo peace, ſaith my God, to the 
wicked _ 


He Prophet towards the beginning of this 

__ Chapter, upbraideth the Jews with their 
abominable wickedneſs and Idolatry*; for 

which they were ſhortly to be made Caprtives in a 
flrange land. From whence, he telleth- chem, they 
ſhould in vain expect to-be delivered, by the Na- 
tions whoſe Gods they worſhipped, and with 
whoſe wickedneſs they had complied. Y. 13. When 
thou crieft let thy companions deliver thee : but the 
wind ſhall carry them all away; wanity jball take 
them. Nevertheleſs, it they ſhould ar length be- 
think themſelves, in the land whither they were carrie 
ed captive, heartily bewall their fins, and turn un-: 
to the Lord, they ſhould again ſee Zeruſalem 1n 
proſperity, and peace upon {Uſrael. But he that 
putteth his truſt in me, ſauch God, Jhall poſſeſs rhe 
land, and ſhall inherit my holy mountain. All things 


ſhall be made ready tor a. happy return. Y. 14. 
| Caſt 


wy 
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Caſt ye up, caſt ye up, take up the ſtumbling block 
out of the way of my people. The high and lofty one 
will revive the humble and contrite Spirits, v, 15 
For I will not contend for ever, faith the Lord, ». 
16: neither will I be always wroth. For the iniquity 
of his covetouſneſs was I wroth, and (mote him ; 1 hid 
me and was wroth ; I have ſeen his ways, v. 18+ 1 
have ſeen them at length corrected and reformed, 
therefore 1 will heal him ; I willslead him alſo, and 
© reſtore comforts to him, and to his mourners. ' Their 
mouths ſhall be filled with Praiſe and Thankſgiv. 
ing. forthe reftoration of-their peace. TI create the 
Fruit of #he Lips; Peace, Peace to him that 3s far 
off, and to him that is near, ſaith.the Lord, and 1 
will. beal him. But if upon their return out of 
Captivity, they ſhould forget their Redeemer, 
and return to their former wickedneſs ; their 
Peace and Proſperity would ſoon be diſturbed a- 
gan For faith the Prophet, the wicked are like 
the troubled ©-a, when it cannot reſt, which he 
explaineth in the words of the Text,and confirm- 
cth with the Teſtimony of his God that ſent him ; 
there is no peace, ſaith my God, to the wicked 

By the wicked in this place, we are chicfly to 
underftand. a wicked Nation or People, . as ap- 
pearcth plainly by the accuunt I have given of the 
context. And by peace. Profperity. and appt. . 
nels in general ; according to the common ute of 


[3 
uſe of the word peace in the old Teſtament. The 
meaning of the words then may be expreſſed in 
in this plain Propoſition. That prevailing wick- 
edneſs 1s moſt certainly deſtructive of the proſper. 
ty and happineſs of a People. In diſcourſing upon 
which, I ſhall endeavour to do theſe Four things. 
- Firſt, To clear and marifeſt the truth of this 
propoſition. 

Secondly, To ſhew that we of this Nation, are 
very much concerned in the Truth of ir, and that 
it propheſieth evil concerning us. | 

Thirdly, To ſhew what 1s ro be done by us, 
in order to the preventing this evil. And; 

Fourthly, By ſome proper motives and argu- 
to perſwade every one to do his own part in it. 

Firſt, I ſhall endeavour ro clear and manifeſt 
the Truth of this propoſition : That prevailing 
wickedneſs 1s moſt certainly deſtructive of the 
proſperity and happineſs of a people, This will 
be ſufficiently manifeſt by the conſideration of theſe 
following things. 

Firſt, The abounding of miquity is 1t ſelf rhe 
the great unhappineſs of a People. So long asa 
Nation 1s diſtempered with vice, the head jick, and 
the heart faint, full of wounds, and bruiſes, and pu- 
zrifying. ſores, as the Prophet deſcriberh @ People 
laden with iniquity, no outward Priviledges or 
Adyantages can make it happy. If God ſhould 

Þ | gIVc 
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give us bread and: fleſb from Heaven, and be always 
working miracles for us, a murmuring and dif- 
contented Spirit would till make us miſerable. The 
bondage of #gypt, and a deliverance from it, 
would be cqually gricyous and uncaly to it. Ty- 
ranny. and Oppreſſion, Sedition and Rebellion, 
Schiſm and action, are the names of great Judg- 
ments, as well as of great Sins. Senſuality trans- 
formeth Men into the likeneſs of Beaſts, and ha- 
tred and malice of Devils : and whar a wretched 
Socicty mult ſuch people make > Can a People be 
happy, where they arc continually enyying and 
vexing,. cheating and defrauding, cenſuring and 
rcyiling, firiving and quarrelling with one ano- 
cher, where. judgment is turned away backward, and 
juſtice ſtandeth afar off, where truth is fallen in the 
ftreet, and equity cannot enter ? Is notthis the cha» 
racter of a very unhappy, as well as of a very 
wicked People ? We can hardly mentuon any fin, 
bur the common and conſtant practice of it, 15not 
only likely to procure, bur 1s 1t {lf a great Judg:. 
ment upon a Nation. It 1s therefore mentioned 
as a heavy curſe upon Ihael, Pſ- 81.12. thatGod 
gave them up to. their own hearts luſls; and they 
walhed in their own counſels. Oh that I had in the 
wilderneſs, laith the Prophet Feremiah, a lodging 
place of wayfaring men, that I might leave my people 
and go from-them : for they be all adutterers, an af- 


ſembly 
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ſembly of treacherous ' men, Jer. 9 2 David alſo 
maketh the ſame wiſh, Pſ-.55- when he ſaw vic- 
lence and flrife in the City, ' deceit and guile 'in' her 
fireets- The aclolation and barrenneſs of a wilder 
eſs were a delirable refuge, from the greater ca- 


| lamities of theſe fins. 


. Secondly, Sin doth farther tend to make'a Na- 
tion unhappy, by. the natural frmts ahd-conſe 
quences of 1© Isitnot vice and paſſion that break 
the bands of love and concord, the moſt neceflary 
preſervatives of . publick happineſs? ' Frozr whence 
come wars and. fightings among you ? come they not 
hence, of your luſts that-war in your members ? 
Fam: 4: 1 Itis our Sawours own obſervation ; That 
a Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf cannot fland. And 
from whence 1s it; that a Church or Kingdom 1s 
divided into Sects and Factions, - that ſome are of 
Paul, and ſome of Apollos ; is-it not becauſe they 
are carnal? Are not combuſtions of States and 
Kingdoms, and all unhapppy broils, the natural 
fruis of pride and ambition? He that i5-of a proud 
heart jtirreth up ſtrife, and Only by pride, faith So- 
lomon, cometh contention Prov, 28: 29: 13 10: Is 
It not natural tor proud and ambitious ſpirits to 
do all they can to unſcttle that Goyernment, which 
dorh not adyance them according to their opinion 
of their own merits; and to try by repeated 
changes and revoiutions, to raiſe themſelyes to 
TT Wo cheir 


their affeted greatneſs ? The love of money is the 
root of all evil, from-whence thoſe eyil practiſes do 
naturally ſpring, which are continually diſturbing 
the world, waiting and ſpoiling, .confounding and 
tuining, the. Nations of it: Idleneſs. and: Luxury 
impoveriſh a Nation, and make 1t unable to bear 
the charge of 1ts own defence : Senſuality impair- 
cth the underſtanding, and enfeebleth the ſpirits of 
men, and maketh them unfit for counſel or acty- 
ON 3. it taketh them off. from- all concern. for the 
common, good, and from all other care, but for 
their own eaſe and. pleaſure z and maketh them 
unwilling to part:with any, for the Publick ſafety, 
for fcar they ſhould want. it to conſume upon their 
lufts: Irrcligion.and Prophaneſs diſſolve the fironge 
c{t obligation, which 1s that of Conſcience, faith: 
fully to obſerve thoſe Laws, upon which all So- 
Cictics are founded and, ſubliſt. And. if the Com. 
munity ſuffer, through the raſhneſs or negligence, 
the unfanhtuineſs ar treachery of riotous, and 
lewd, and Athciſtical men, intruſted to. manage 
the affairs of.it ; no one can think any ſtrange 
thing hath happened. It would be very caſy to 
ſhew, of all particular fins and vices, that they 
_have a. very ill influence upon Societies, and do 
tacuraily rend to the great damage and diſſolution 
on them. Certainly then the condition of a wick- 
cd people mult needs be moſt deſperate, when _ 

| | ave 
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have nothing elſe to ſecure them from Miſery and 
Deſtruction, but an extraordinary interpoſal of 
the - Divine power and providence. For can we ' 
imagine that God will always work miracles on 
the bchalf of his enenuies 2 and alter the natural 
tendency of things, ' meerly that the wicked may 
go unpunyhed 2, Will he ſtill refuſe to avenge him- 
ſelf, when nothing more ſhall be required towards 
it, but to ſtand ſtill and ſuffer wickedneſs to over- 
throw the ſinner 2 On the contrary 

Thirdly, We have abundant reaſon to conclude, 
that the providence of God will farther promote 
the unhappineſs of a wicked people, and manifeſt 
ic. {clf in ſcyere and ſignal judgments upon theny. 
For . | 

Firſt, The Honour of God is very. much con- 
cerned in it, When a People have generally cor- 
rupted their ways; when they that can hardly a: 
grce 1n any thing elſe, can yet unanimouſly con- 
ſpire, to break the Laws, and dare the Power and 
Juſtice of God ; it he ſhould ſhill keep ſilence, if fuch 
publick aftronts, fuch combinations of Sinners do 
not moye him to the execution of judgment upon 
them : Men will be ready to conclude with thoſe 
Zeph. 1. 12. That God doth neither good nor evil. 
He 1s therefore . concerned for the honour of his _ 
providence, to . conyince the world, that he. is a 
God that judgeth inthe Earth, and governeth the 
Naticns: - 
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Nations of it, to ariſe and viſit for theſe things, and 
t0 avenge himſelf on ſuch a Nation as this. Upon 
occation of ſuch high and notorious proyocations, 
ſach a general defection from God, even good 
men are ready to expoſtulate with him, in the 
Language of Jehoſaphat and David ; 0 our God wilt 
thou not judge them ? How long ſhall the wicked, 
how long jhall the wicked as ? And then, if 
ever, it ſeemeth neceſſary, for the God ro whone 
wengeance belongeth to jhew himſelf, and to make 
his power and juſtice kzown, by the judgments that 
be executeth. Theſe National judgments, are ſuch 
publick manifcftations of the Providence and Jriſtice 
of God, as all the Neighbouring Countries can- 
not bur obſcrye ; ; they are warnings and examples 
toall the World, teaching all men to fear, proclaim- 
ing the name of God to all the ends of the earth, 
and cauſing it to be ſaid among the Nations, the 
Lord reigneth. And therefore there 1s abundant rea- 
ſon to expect thera from a God that is fohighly 
concerned for the honour of his great name. _ 
Secondly, God hath exprefly declared, that his 
Providence ſhall interpoſe in promoting the happi- 
neſs or miſery of a People, according to their do- 
ings : That this isthe courſe, he is reſolved to take 
with the Nations of the earth, to pull down,\pr to 
build up, according as they perſiſt in, or turn from 
their evil ways. fer 18-7, 8,9, 10. At what in- 
' ſtant 


< 
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ſtant 1 ſhall ſpeak concerning a Nation, and concern- 
ing a Kingdom, to pluck up, and to pull down, and to 
deftroy it : If that Nation againſt whom I have pro- 
nounced, turn from their evil : I will repent of the 
evil I thought to do unto them, And at what inſtant, 
T jball ſpeak, concerning a Nation, and concerning a 
Kingdom, to build and to plant it : If it doewil in my 
fight, that it obey not my voice, then will I repent of 
the good, wherewith I ſaid 1 would benefit them The 
Lord hath a controverſy with the Nations: Hewill 
plead with all fleſh, he will give them that are wicked 
to the ſword, ſaith the Lord. er. 25 31, And ac- 
cordingly we find 

Thirdly, That the Providence of God hath al- 
ways interpoſed in this manner, that in all ages his 
judgments have followed the prevailing wicked. 
neſs of a Church or Nation. When God ſaw that 
the wickedneſs of man was great, and that all jieſh 
had corrupted his way upon the earth, he ſent an 
overwhelming dcluge, to clcanſe it of 1ts corrupt 
inhabitants. ' And by fire and brimſtone from heaven, 
conſumed the proud and luſtfyl Cities of Sodom 
and Gomorrha, What a ſucceſſion of dreadfuj 
plagues, did God fend on the oppreſſing Egypri. 
ans? And what terrible deſtruction was made of 
the Amorites, and all the Kingdoms of Canaan, when 
at length their iniquities were become full ? hd all 
along the Old Teſtament, we find the jonny 

| @ 
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of God, Famine or Peſtilence, Captivity or the 
Sword, continually following the growing wick- 
edneſs of his People Iſraet And when ar length 
they had killed the Prophets, and floned them that 
were ſent unto them; when they would not hearken 
to the gracious invitations of the"Blefled Jelus, and 
the Son of God himſelf could not perſwade them to 
repent, the Lord brought their greateſd tears upon 
them ; The Romans came and took away their place and 
and Nation. And when the conquering Romans 
themſclves, had laid aſide that temperance and 
juſtice, by which they had been raiſed ; and to 
their other abominable ſins had ſuperadded their 
Blaſphenues againſt God, and moſt barbarous vio- 
lence and cruclty to his people, erecting pillars to 
their Emperors, as Trophies of their aboliſhing 
Chriſtianity : Then did the Providence of Gad ma- 
nifeſt it ſelf in many ſevere and 1ignal judgments 
upon. them. In the reign of one Emperor; there 
was in Rome a moſt raging Famine ; a Plague, of 
w hich, we are told, there dyed in that City 2000 a 
day: Great multitudes were lain in a Sedition; and 
a great part of the wealth of the City was conſu- 
med by Fire from Heaven. And beſides theſe un. 
der Commodus, there were many of the like Judg- 
ments under their followingEmperors until Contan- 
ftine. And when the Chriſtian Emperor at length 
fell into all manner of Vice and Wickedneſs, the 

| Goths 
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 Goths and Vandals, and other rude and barbarous 
Nations, were let looſe upon it, and ſuddenly 
made moſt terrible havock and deſtruction of it. 
But we need not ſearch into Ancient, or Foreign 
Chronicles, for inſtances of the wrath of God pu- 
niſhing the fins of a provoking people. For if a 
long and bloody War among? our ſelves, and all 
the woful cttects of 1t; a waſting and-devouring 
Plague, and moſt dreadful and conſuming Fires, 
may be reckoned as publick Judgments; the ſins 
of this Age and Nation have not altogether gone 
unpuniſhed. This then hath manite{ily been the 
conſtant courſe of Gods providence, to ſhowre 
down his Judgments on a ſinful people, And 
> that xe mar rationally conclude from hence, thar 
it will be ſo ſtyl, will appear, if we contider theſe 

1979 UNINgs. | 
Firſt, That God 1s the ſame Wiſe, and Juſt, and 
Holv God, and Governour of the world that ever 
te was. He 1s the Lord that changes not; and his 
 Demninion endureth throughout all Generations. Are 
| mot his ways hl egual ? Will not the Fudge of all the 
world {till do right ? Is not his hatred of 1in as great 
42s ever 2? and his inclination to puniſh it? Dech ne 
repent of his palt ſeverity, or-find cauſe to correct 
the wonred method of his providence ? Dorh nor 
the Lord ftill ſee, or hath he forſaken the earth * If 
God be {till the Governour amons the Nations ; n 
=: us 
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his providence be ſull directed by-the ſame wiſ- 
dom, and holineſs, and juſtice, we may fafely 
conclude, that his dealing with ſinful nations, as 
to the ſubſtance of it, wall be the ſame too ? that 
becauſe he hath not, therefore he will not, finally 
acquit a wicked: and 1mpenitent people ; but foon- 
er or later, as he hath always done, will viſit their 

iniquities with Rods, and their fins with Scourges. 
Secondly, The Spirit of God 1n Scripture doth 
uſe this very way of arguing from former exam- 
ples of Gods judgments. Jer. 25. 29. God doth thus 
reaſon with the Nations. Ale telleth them, they jhall 
drink the cup of his Fury : For, ſfauth he, Lo, I be- 
gin 10 bring evil on the City which is called by my name, 
and jhould ye be utterly unpuniſhed? Do I puniſh them 
. for their iniquities, and ſhall I not puniſh you for 
yours ? ye ſhall not be unpuniſhed ; for 1 will call 
for a Sword upon all the inhabitants of the earth, 
faith the Lord of hoſts. After the ſame manner 
doth Sr. Peter argue, 2 Pet. 2. +. and the follow- 
ing verſes. If God ſpared not the old world, bring- 
ing in the ficod upon the world of the ungodly ; And 
turned the Cities of Sodom and Gemorrha into aſhes, 
he inferreth, That the Lord {till kneweth how, that 
is, 1s {ll able and ready, 70 reſerve the unjuſt unto 
the day of judement to be puniſhed; «ins & igiges «girw; 
wafers 7147, that 18, To relerye the unjuſt being 
punijhed here, in ſome ſuch remarkable manner, 
| as 
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as the Old World, Sodom and Gomorrha were, un- 
ro the day of Judgment, - when they ſhall receive 
their eternal doom and recompence. St. Paul in 

* the 11th to-the Romans, ſheweth the danger the 
Gentile Chriſtians were in, from Gods ſeyerity on 
the unbelieving Fews. Becarnfe of unbelief they were 

Fo broken off ; be not hig!-minded but fear. For if God 

ſpared not the natural branches, take heed leſt he al- 

ſo ſpare not thee. Rom. 11. 20, 21. He telleth us 
alſo plainly, 1 Cor. 10. 11. That the judgments 
which God ſent upon the Jews in the Wilderneſs, 
happened unto them for examples, and are mritten 
for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the world 
are come. To teach all Nations, to tae end of the 
world, to expect the like Judgments if they are 
ſinners hike them. It the caſe then of a {ſinful 
people be thus deſperate, if prevaiiing wickedneſs 
will thus certainly make them unhappy ; not only 
by at {{1t, and the truns that naturally ſpring from 
it; but alſo by provoking the wrath ana pulling 
down the judgments ofGod upon them;Doth it nor 
greatly bchove us in ume to look about us, and 
to ſee whether the cluuds -be not gathering, and 
the wrath of God ready to fall in moſt horrible 
tempeſts upon us ? 1 come therefore 

Secondly, To ſhew, That we of this Nation 
are yery much concerned, in the truth of the 

Propoſition I baye been now proving; and that it 

=. pro- 
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propheſieth &vil concerning us. This will be ſufhci- 
cntly manifeſt, if we do bur ſearch and try our 
ways, and. impartially conſider what. great finners 
we arc, A mediation very proper and ſcafonadlec 
at this time, now that we are mct together 70 call 
our ſins to remembrance, and to humbie our ſelves 
for them. Give me leave therefore, to ſet ſome 
.of them 7n order before yow, and briefly to repreſent 
the ſinful fate and condition of this our Nation. 
And here I am entring upon a ft bjc&, will at- 
ford us cqual matter, both of wonder and of grict; 
of wonder, that there ſhould be ſuch and ſo much 
wickedneſs practiſed, where fo pure and holy a 
Religion 15 protcfied ; and of grief too, that we 
{ould be theſe Offenders, and Englands ſins the 
matter of our aſtoniſhment., It a man ſhould bare- 
[; * contemplate the purity of our Religion, and 
the great ſtir we make about it, - with what heat 
and zcal we contend avout fome little matters re- 
[ting toit, he might with reaſon enough con- 
clude, that we were the molt religious and holy 
people upon carth : Bur if he come once abroad, 
and look but with halt an eye upon the lives and 
common practices of men amongſt us, he would 
ſoon find he was miftaken in his concluſion, and 
that. the moſt zealous pretenders to the moſt pure | 
and holy Rebgion, may be as corcupt and wicked; 
as thoſe that have xo true knowledge of God in their 
Land. 
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Land. Are not Atheiſm and Infidelity openly 4- 
vowed by our Heroick Sinners, and ſome pretend- 
cd Retiners of Wir and Reaſon amongſt us 2 Who, 
if they will allow him to be a Foo! that ſaith in his 
heart there is no God, it 1s becauſe he faith it only 
in his heart, and declareth it not with them in 
more publick and daring expreſſions. And a- 
mongſt thoſe that profeſs zo know God, how many 
in works deny him, being abominable, and diſobedient, 
and 10 every good work reprobate? Blaſphennes, Oaths, 
and Curics ſeem to be affected, as the greateſt 
Ornaments of Specch ; in which men are as loud, 
as Baals Pricſts were in their Prayers, and repeat 
them as often: too, as if like them they were afraid 
Icit God {Lonild not hear ; leſt judement ſhould ſeep, 
or their damnation ſlumber. How many ſuch wal- 
hers haye we of whom St. Paul! could not ſpeak 
without weeping; whoſe God is their belly, whoſe 
glory 35 in their jhame who inordinately mind earthly 
things? ioting and Drunkenneſs, Chambering ani 
Iantonneſs, are ſuch general and publick vices, that 
they can hardly now be called the works of dark- 
zeſs ; not that they better become the light now 
than formerly, but thoſe that commit them - are 
Ic afraid of it : Fraud and cozcning, Iring and 
injuſtice, are the common mchods of puriung 
the profits of this world ; and hardly cycr any age 
was better skilled, or more practiſed, in the ng 
ra 
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ral arts of cheating and over-reaching one another. 
Where is that undiflembled and: hearty love, which ' 

our Ford hath made the ' principal badge and. 

cognizance of his Diſciples 2 How are we citrang- 
cd and divided from one another ? And how 
jealous of all attempts for the uniting and recon- 
cling of us 2 How uncharitable are ws in our 
cen{ures, how buter in our revilings, how merct- 
kk and revengectul in our behayiour one towards 
another ? How 1s every thing that 1s Sacred pro- 
-phaned by us ?. How great and {candalous are our 
neglects, how irreverent and hypocritical our 
performances of the duties of Gods worſhiv? How 
tulFof iniquity our moſt holy things 2 [ have nw 
time to be . more particular ; we are thus, anc 
much more {inful, after all the various mciin: 45 
of hcayen to rcform us. What cout! God have dw 
more to his Vineyard that he hath not done in it © 

We have had /ine Upon line, an precept upon pre- 
cept ? the brighteſt diſcoveries of our dur”, and 
molt frequent and carneſt my1tarions to perform 
it: Bur all this while. God hath Rretched forth bis 
bands to a diſobedient and gainſrying people. God 
hath placed us ina frumntul and pleaſant Land, and 
given us all things richly to enjo. We have had 
peace within our ii alls, no leading into Captivity, no 
juit complaining in our ſtreets ;i but have lived 1n 
caſe and quiet, whilſt almoſt every cornice of the 
World 


OR 


Bog 
World beſide, hath- been filled with violence, and 
rapine, and' blood. How many, and how won- 
derful have our deliverances been, from the ſecrer 
conſpiracies and the open violence of our Romiſh 
Adverſarics? Yea what Nation is theve that hath had 
God ſ» nigh unto them, for all we could call upon him 
for ? Bur. ſo prodigious hath been our Ingratitude, 
that we have fruſtrared the deſtgn of all this good- 
neſs which ſhould haye lcd us to repentance, and 
the ſtrongelt Cords of the divine Lovehave been too 
weak to Sow us to our God; as if we had re- 
- ſolved to outdo the miracles of his mercy, by 
a more miraculous Ingratitude. Thus have 
we requited the Lord, O foolijh people and unwiſe !* 
God hath ſometimes uſed ſeverer methods with 
us, and fent his judgments into our land, that 
from thence the inhabitants might learn righteouf- 
neſs. But we have muliplied our tranſguclions 
whilit his Rod hath bzen upon our backs, and 7z 
the time of our diſtreſs have ſinned yet more againſt 
him. God hath flrichen as, but we have revolted 
more and more, and hayc come our of the fire 
but more hardned and more unmalleable. If all 
this chen be a true, though not a 1uil account of 
our wicked ſtate, as I would tro God it were pol: 
{ible to prove the contrary, certainly put all toge- 
ther, and 1t will make up the character of a molt - 
Prodigioutly wicked, 'ungratctul. and incorrigible 
- Feopic. _ 
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va Pcople. What abundant reaſon then have we to 
yn conclude, notwithſtanding all the great things God 
hath lately done for us, and the moſt hopetul ap- 
PCarances we now haye, that for all this his anger 
is not turned away from us, but his hand'ts ſtretched 
out ſtill ; and that crc long, if we take not due 
and timcly carc to prevent it, We may to our ut- 


cer contuſion, experience what a fearful thing it is 
to f II into the hands of the living God. - Mcthynks 
now the cenfideration of that tad and terrioica- 
bode our fins do make, that fearful lorking for rf 
judgment. and fiery indignation to devour us, they 
io julily call for, ſhould prick, as all to the beat, 
and make us ready to cry out with St. Peter's hcar- 
ers, Ads. 2. Men and Brethren what ji! all wo 1 ? - 
What jhall we do'to be ſaved from thiuſe Calauinnes, 
to /ly from this Wrath to come * it this now be the 
Frame and Language cf our Souls, then are we 
rightly difpoled, as they were, to hear our duty ; 
and I would to God it night be with as good 
ſucceſs. And thus I come to the next thing I am 
to do, winch 15 þ 

Thirdly, To ſhew what is to be done by us, 
for the preventing that cyil our fins threatens us 
With. 

Firſt, We thould humble our ſelves before God, 
and ſigh and cry for the abominations are done in the 
midjt of us. But Oh ! what 11ghs, what ſorrow, 

| Y can 
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can be great or loud enough for us ? Fd us, who 
are not only to bewail the ſins of ſome few parti- 
cular perſons, Hut of a whole /and that Hreth in 
wickedneſs ; not only ſome of the lowelt rank, but 
the higheſt and moſt provoking abominations ? 
Certainly never any had greater reaſon than we 
have- at this dav, to break out into that paſſionate 
wiſh of the Propher Feremiah, Oh that our heads 
were waters, and our eyes fountains of tears, that we 
might weep day and night: Becauſe of the wickedneſs we 
have committed to provoke the Lord to anger. Did our 
Bleſled Lord weep over Ferzſalem, that ungrateful 
City, when he conſidered the greatneſs of her fins, 
and the nearneſs of her deſtruction ; though he 
was himſclf without ſin, and no ways acceſlary to 
the provoking that wrath was coming upon them? 
And can we look with dry eyes. and unaffected 
hearts, on thote numerous tranſgreifons we have 
all a ſhare in, on thoſe future judgments we have 
ſo much reaſon to fcar, and the bcit of us all have 
helped to deſerve ? God forbid we ſhould be thus 
inſentible ! O ler us in'time, we pretend to do it at 
this time, hamble our ſelves and God will exalt ws; 
Let us mourn and God will comfort us # He will give us 
beauty for ajhes, the ozl of joy for mourning. and the 
garment of praiſe for the ſpirit of heavineſs 3 Let us 
offer unto God the: Sacrifices of broken and contrite 
hearts, and the High and lofty One will awell with 

D Us, 
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us,revius and comfort us;Let us turn to him with weep- 
ing and faſting and mourning and even rent our hearts 
before him ; for then, faith the Propher Foel, Chap. 2. 
TheLord will be jealous for bis people,a nd pity his land. 
Secondly, To our forrow and humihation let 
us joyn our prayers, unplore his pardons and de- 
precate the wrath of God. Let us -take with us 
words, and turn to the Lord, and ſay unto him, 
Take away all our iniquitics and reccive us gract- 
ouſly ; Let us beſeech him with all char affection 
and' importunity, which becometh the unpor- 
tance of the ſuit, xot t0 remember our offences, not to 
take vengeance of our ſins, but to ſpare bus people 
whom he hath redeemed. Hear ty and fervent Prayer 
hath a mighty prevailing power with God : The 
greateſt bleſſings are promiſed to it, and the hard- 
cſt things have\becn effected by it : It hath open. 
ed and ſhut the windows of heaven, and reſtored 
departed ſouls to their forſaken bodies : It defeat- 
_ ed the malice of Haman, the wiſdom and counſel of 
Achitophel, and pur to flight an army of a thouſand 
thouſand Ethiopians: It hath prevailed with God to 
reyoke the judgments he hath denounced, and to 
_ deliver his people after he had declared he would 
deliver them no more, How then ſhould this en- 
Courage us 70 lift up our hearts with our hands t0 
God in the heavens ; to embrace all opportunities 
of pouring out our ſupplications beforelum, both 
un 
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in our c/ofets, and our houſes of prayer ? To pray 
without ceaſing, with the utmoſt vigour of our at- 
fections ; To cry mightily unto God, to wreſthe and 
not give over, till with Zacob we have prevailed, 
prevailed with God and obrained his ble/fing 2 
Thirdly, We muſt add the reformation and 
amendment of our lives. Otherwiſe our Humnult- 
ation will be mockery, and our Prayer ſm. Oar 
ſins are the Achans, the troablers of Iſrael, and were 
bur theſe accurſed things put away from amongſt ms, 
we might then be confident, that God would be 
appeaſed and the Nation flouriſh. It 1s to the wick- 
ed only that God ſaith there is no peace. But the 
work of righteouſneſs, is peace, and the effelt} of 
Righteouſneſs, quietneſs and aſſurante for ever. 
O then that we would all know, that in this our day 
we would know the things that behtong unto our peace * 
That every one of us would bid an eternal farewel 
to his ſins, in that paſſionate ſtile of returning E- 
phraim; What have we to do any more with you? 
Hence ye diſturbers of our peace, ye provokers of 
our God, and moſt treacherous underminers of the 
ſfafery and happineſs. both of Church and State. 
Let us then reſalve, and if we doit not we have 
but diflembled with God in our approaches this 
day, Let us. reſolve henceforward to ingage with 
all our might, in bridbng our paſſions, in curbing 
our appetures, 1n- mortifying our laſts, in pulling 
D 2 down 
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down the ſtrong holds of Satan in us, and in bringing 
nto captivity every thought to the obedience of Chriſt. 
| And thus fighting the good fight of Faith, we may as 
effeually promote, the ſafety and honour of our 
Country. as if we had ſerved in its Fleets or Ar- 
mics. Thus 1s the way to ſtrengthen the hands of 
them that fight for us, to ſend them moſt effectu-+ 
al relief and ſuccour, to bring down the Lord of 
hoſts to go before them, the God of | Iſrael to be theiv 
Rereward, to be a wall of fire round about them; and 
the glory in the midſt both of them and us. 0 that 
my people had hearkened unto me, ſauh Gd and. 
Iſrael had walked in my ways : I ſhould. ſeon have. 
ſubdued their enemies, and turned my hand againſt 
their adverſaries. Pſ. $1. 13, 14. 

Bur 1s it not, may ſome object, an univerſal 
Reformation that muſt produce theſe happy etfects?- 
To what purpoſe then will our perſonal and par- 
ticular Reformation ſerve 2? For the anſwering of 
this I ſhall proceed to the laſt thing I am to 
which 1s 

Fourthly, , To endeavour by ſome proper mo- 
tives tO perſwade evcry one to do his own part 1n 
that; the general practice whereof 1s the only cer- 
tain means, to Procure the fayour and divert the 
judgments of God. To this end therefore ler us 
conlider theſe following things. 

Firſt, Thar a General Reformation is nothing 


clic, 


[ 23 ] 
elſe, but' the Reformation of. all Particulars, and 
if ever it be wrought amongſt us, it muſt be the » 
work of particular perſons, and the reſult of eve- 
ry one's doing his own part, Let us not then ftay 
for examplcs, but rather contend for the honour 
of being examples to others. Ler.us ſtrive who 
ſhall be firſt, and moſt active, in ſonoble a deſign, 
in ſetting forward: that work, wherein the Honour 
and Happincfs of - our Country 'is ſo highly: con» 
cerned. How great an influence night your ex- 
amples have upon this whole City ? : And how ſoon 
do. the manners and faſhions of that overſpread-the 
Nation ? You are therefore: more concerned than 
others to begin this. great and. blefled work.;; to 


cauſe your /ight ſo to ſhine before; and aboye other _ - 


men, that ſeeing your good works, they may be won 
by the. charms of . a bright and illuſtrious vertue, 
to follow your ſteps, and .to glorify [your Father 
which is in heaven. And this would advance your 
reputation, and perpetuate your memories more 
than all the dignities of this world. 

»Sccondly, Though by doing our own parts, 
wg ſhould notbe able to do much towards a Ge- 
eral Reformation, yet we might make up ſuch a 
number, for whoſe ſake God might ſpare and 
bleſs the whole Land, How ready was Goa to 
have ſpared even Sodom it (cif, had there been bur 
ten righteous perſons found in it, He did ſpare the 

| City 
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City Zoar for the fake of Lot and the ſmall compa- 
ny with him. A ſingle act of one fingle man ftazd 
thefury of a devouring Plague, and reftored health 
ta the Congregation of Ifrael. Pf. 106. 3o. Then ficod 
up Phinehas,aud executed judgment; and ſo the plague 
was fiazed, To which I may add that gracious 
Proclamation we find publiſhed Fer. 5. 1. Run ye 

z0: and fro through the ſtreets of Jeruſalem, and fee now 
| and know, and ſeek, in the broad places thereof, if ye 
can find a man, if there be any that executeth judg- 
ment and ſeeketh the truth, and I will pardon it. One 
faithful Magiſtrate executing: Judgment had faved 
that great City. © How then ſhould this encourage 
3a to. a zealous and upright execution'of the Re- 
ſolution ye have made, Not to-bear the Sword in 
vain, but to make it a terrour to evil-doers; Thus 
avowedly to ſet your felyes to deftroy the works of 
_ the Devil : To be hearty and couragious in the 
cauſe of God and righteouſneſs, in the midſt of ſo 
crooked and peruerſe a Nation ; To contemn all the 
cenſures and reproaches the execuuion of juſtice and 
judgment may expoſe you to? Who knoweth 
how far this might prevail with God > If a few 
righteous mcn.can yet faye us, none ſo likely to-do 
it, as ſuch Magiſtrates, by ſuch heroick piety and 
vertue, There may be a time indeed when the 
{ins of a Nauon are fo ripe, that though Noah, Dani- 
el and Job were in it, they could not avert the 
judgments of God, yet conſider Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, That however They may deliver the m- 
felves by their righteouſneſs. Our perſonal reforma- 
tion may procure a refuge for us in the day of 
Gods wrath. Thus Noah eſcaped the Deluge of 
waters, and Lot the flames of Sodom ; and hoſe 
that fighed and cried for the abominations of feruſa- 
Jem, the fury of that deſtroying Angel, who went 
' through the midſt of it, In what manner God doth 
often deal with good men, when his judgments 
are abroad in the carth, we have at large deſcribed 
in Pf. 91. Thou ſhalt not be afraid of the terrour by 
night, nor for the arrow that flyeth by day ; nor for the 
peftilence that walketh in darkneſs nor for the deſtru+ 
ion that wafteth at noon day. A thouſand ſhall fall at 
thy fide, and ten thouſand at thy right hand: but it 
ſhall not come nigh thee.If notwithſtanding it ſhould 
ſeem good: to the Divine, Wiſdom to involye us in 
the common calamity, yet ler us conſider 

Fourthly, That the conſcience of our own per- 
ſonal reformation would be then a moſt comfort- 
able ſupport to us. What a reyiving conſideration 
would it be, when the judgments of God are up- 
on us, that we are not the guilty cauſes of them z 
that we have done our parts to prevent them, and 
and are clear from the blood of all men 2 Thar 
even theſe things will work together for our good, be- 
cauſe we love God and keep his Commandments; That 
all theſe.clouds cannot intercept the Light of Gods 
countenante, or hide his face or tayour from us; that 
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n0 tribalation or difteſs, nei. vor fa- 
mine, nor nakedneſs, nor peril, nor , able t0 
ſeparate ws from the Love & God, wbich's i 'n Chrijt 
Tefas our Lord? © | " EITILP 


Laſtly, Co onlider how unſuccebful: ſoever out 
perſonal reformation maybe in promoting the pub- 
lick;or our-own particular good here ; it will-not 
fail of a great and-glorious reward hereafcer. Fox 
fo aw-entrahce ſhall be adminfftred unto us into that 
City, which hath Foundations, |whoſe builder and ma- 
ker is God," into the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
end Saviour Feſus Chrift »» Where. we ſhall be free 
from in, and all the dreadful conſequences of it : 
and when nor'only 'the Cirits: and Nations: of this 
world, bur this world: -and time it felf ſhall'be no 
more, we ſhall be ſtill ſecure in the enjoyment of 
the moſt perfect peace and happineſs. To conclude 
then, I exhort and beſeech you all, as you regard 
the Honour and Preſervation of your Counts py. 
rour own preſent Good and Safety, and the ever- 
latting happincſs of the Life to come ; by all that 
IS valuable ang dear to you,. both mn this and the 
other. world ; that: you woi:ld no longer dclay 
chat Reformation, 11 which all theſe things are 
ſo highly concerned. 0 that there were ſuch an 
heart in every one of ns, to. repent and turn from: all, 
our tranſgreſſions, to fear God, and to keep" his com: 
mandqments always, that it might be _ us ahd 

rith our children for ever, Amen. gy eta) 
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